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Ve iiope to see yeu at some of our
the newsletter, please send them

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARIES AS EVENTS WILL ONLY BE ANNOUNCED IN THE
NEWSLETTER. AND DON’T FORGET TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS!!

Friday MARCH 20th: A talk on West Hall by
former Byfleet resident David Chapman.
Byfleet Village Hall, Room A, 8.15pm.

Tuesday APRIL 215t: An update and progress
report of the Woking Museum and Arts and
Crafts Centre by Director Amanda Devonshire.
Byfleet Heritage Centre 8pm.

Tuesday 19th MAY: Society AGM and talk on
Bygone Byfleet illustrated by slides of old
postcards by Chris Glasow. Byfleet Village
Hall, Room A 7.30pm .

JUNE: Talk to be confirmed. Watch this
space for details.

Sunday 19th JULY: A nature walk with Dr
Nigel Reeve. Meet at Plough Bridge for a
circular walk along the River Wey and Wey
Navigation Canal lasting approximately 3
hours (although you can drop out sooner if you
wish). Bring a picnic. Start time to be
confirmed.

Thursday 17th SEPTEMBER: A talk by
Steve Dyer, freelance archaeologist on Woking
Palace. Byfleet Village Hall, Room A, 8.15pm.

OCTOBER: We hope to arrange a return visit
to West Hall. Watch this space for details.

We would like to welcome Paddy Holroyde to the Committee. Paddy has very kindly
volunteered to be our new Events Organiser. The rest of the committee is standing by
ready to help out. If you have any ideas for a talk, or an event that you would like to see,
please let us know.



For the Record...

Did you miss a meeting? Find out how it went.

County Archaeologist Rob Poulton took Byfleet
Heritage Society back to the Iron Age in his recent
talk “Before Byfleet”. He spoke of the
excavations at Brooklands and Wey Manor Farm.
Archaeological work has been carried out at various
times over the last ten years, but the first finds had
been made during the building of Brooklands race
track in 1907. A hoard of Roman coins came to light
and a rare bronze bucket from the 6th century BC
was found near the river. At Brooklands sewage
farm iron age pits and a round house were found,
along with evidence of iron working. A huge area
near to the modern airfield was also excavated. Trial
trenches were sunk in promising areas and the
contents examined. Many of the trenches showed
that the area had been prone to flooding, but two
raised areas to the north and south proved to have
been inhabited from the Iron Age, through the
Roman period and continuing into medieval times.
The southern site was very complex but very
interesting, showing iron age and roman remains
including another large round house and some
granaries, and one complete pot.

Aerial photographs showing crop markings coupled
with the discoveries at Brooklands encouraged
excavations of the Wey Manor Farm site. Trial

trenches showed that this area had also been prone to
flooding, so signs of occupation were limited to three
main areas. Another round house was uncovered
along with other finds showing that this area had also
been occupied from the Iron Age through to
medieval times. One outstanding find was a wooden
bowl found in a waterlogged pit. The wet conditions
had preserved the wood so well that the tooling
marks from when the bowl had been made could still
be seen. Another interesting feature of the site was
evidence showing changes in the landscape such as
the sizes of the fields, and this information was still
being analysed.

Mr Poulton concluded by pointing out that the
archaeology here uncovered two sorts of deposition:
the everyday items found on settlement sites, and the
more glamorous, high quality goods such as the
bronze bucket found by the river. This may have
been thrown into the water as an offering to the gods.
But the same society was responsible for both types
of artefact. In order to understand the villagers of
long ago Byfleet, both sides of the picture must be
studied.
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A talk by Iain Wakeford on November 21* showed members of Byfleet Heritage Society that Woking
was a thriving place long before the railway came thrvugh Bronze Age bell barrows on Horsell
Common, and a possible Roman ford at Broadmeads gave clues that the area had been inhabited since

early times. Woking, which means “the settlement of Wocca's peop

", was first mentioned in a letter to

the Pope from the early 700s AD. It refers to a St Peter’s monastery, wkzch could possibly have been on

the site of St Peter’s church in Old Wokmg The church door contains Saxon zronwork which may have
come from this monastery. St Peter s monastery was destroyed

Zthe  gth century, and Newark Priory

was not founded until 1189, but what later became Wokmg Palace could possibly have been the site of an

mtervemng monastery.

The palace is situated next to the szer Wey halfway beMeen Pyzford and Old Wokmg A few Tudor
walls still remain, and the site is a sckeduled Ancient Monument. The manor of Woking is mentioned in
the Domesday book and was granted to the Bassett  family and then the Spencers. Lady Margaret
Beaufort, mother of Henry VII developed the manor house into a palace 1t became one of Henry VIII'’s
favourite places and he often spent the late summer months there. His famau,s advisor Thomas Wolsey
was with the King at Woking when he received the news that he had become a Cardinal. Hence we have
Wolsey Walk in the town centre, and the local football team plays in red and is known as the Cards, short
for the Cardinals. Recent research has shawn that Mary Tudor may have been born at Woking, rather

than at Greenwich.
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